
The Wind

The Wind
by Robert Louis Stevenson

I saw you toss the kites on high

And blow the birds about the sky;

And all around I heard you pass,

Like ladies' skirts across the grass-

5   O wind, a-blowing all day long!

   O wind, that sings so loud a song!

I saw the different things you did,

But always you yourself you hid.

I felt you push, I heard you call,

10I could not see yourself at all-

   O wind, a-blowing all day long,

   O wind, that sings so loud a song!

O you that are so strong and cold,

O blower, are you young or old?

15Are you a beast of field and tree,

Or just a stronger child than me?

   O wind, a-blowing all day long,

   O wind, that sings so loud a song!
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Definition
noun

1. a free ticket, or a ticket that you buy, that lets you enter any time you want.

We bought a summer pass for the swimming pool.

verb

1. to go past; move beyond.

It's dangerous to pass another car on a hill.

You will pass the police station before you come to the traffic light.

2. to complete with success.

She passed the mathematics test.

3. to hand, throw, or move to someone else.

Please pass the salt.

I passed the ball to another player.

4. to live through; spend.

How do you pass your time since you stopped working?

5. to approve or make into law.

The legislature passed a new law against drunk driving.

Advanced Definition
transitive verb

1. to go past; move beyond.

I pass her house every day on the way to work.

We passed a gas station a few miles back.

The truck was going slowly, and all the cars were trying to pass it.

2. to skip or disregard.
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Let's pass this for now, and go on to the next one.

3. to go or allow to go over, through, or across.

The sentry passed the soldiers.

4. to complete successfully.

She passed the math exam.

5. to hand or convey to someone else.

Please pass the salt.

6. to cause to move.

She passed the thread through the eye of the needle.

7. to live through; spend.

She passed her vacation at the shore.

8. to circulate.

A newspaper passes information.

9. to sanction; approve.

The committee passed the motion.

10. to express; pronounce.

He will pass judgment on the issue.

11. in some sports, to throw, hit, or otherwise transfer a ball, puck, or the like to (another player).

The soccer coach reminded the players to pass the ball to each other.

intransitive verb

1. to move along; proceed.

The circus used to pass through this town.

2. to reach or come near, then move beyond.

The parade will pass by the onlookers.

3. to elapse.
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The time passed slowly.

4. to move from one place to another; circulate.

The news passed quickly through the community.

5. to cease to live; die.

He passed on during the night.

6. to end.

The crisis finally passed.

7. to happen.

So many things have passed since he went away.

8. to allow something to go unchallenged.

She let the sarcasm pass without comment.

9. to be communicated.

No words passed between them.

10. to be approved or sanctioned.

The motion passed easily.

11. to express or pronounce an opinion, judgment, or the like (usu. fol. by on).

Will you pass on the color of this dress?

12. to be conveyed.

The antique table passed from generation to generation in the family.

13. in some sports, to throw, hit, or otherwise transfer a ball, puck, or the like to another player.

The quarterback should have passed instead of trying to run.

noun

1. a means of passage, such as a road, channel, or gap, through which one can travel.

a mountain pass.

2. a ticket or permit allowing one to enter, come, or go freely, esp. one issued at no cost.
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3. a limited, often half-hearted, effort or attempt.

He made a pass at cleaning up the mess.

4. state of affairs; predicament.

5. in some sports, an act of passing.

The quarterback threw an accurate pass.

Spanish cognate

pasar: The Spanish word pasar means pass.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Clear things let light pass through. Water lets light pass through.

2. They heard the tornado pass by. It made so much noise!

3. Racers must pass through gates as they go. The fastest racer wins.

4. Germs can pass from one toothbrush to another. Get a new toothbrush.

5. While in Congress, Powell helped to pass many laws. He fought for laws that made it easier 
for African Americans to vote.

6. In 2008, Maine became the first state to pass a law to stop the sale of the lighters. Then 
Tennessee passed a law.

7. Buying a bus pass is less expensive than paying for gas for a car. Cars also need to be 
repaired and maintained, which costs money too.

8. The scientists want governments to pass laws that will reduce pollution and to create parks 
that protect the amphibians' habitat. "Almost half of the extinctions are happening for unknown 
reasons," scientist Robert Kaplan told Weekly Reader.
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Definition
verb

1. to throw gently.

Would you toss me that newspaper?

Advanced Definition
transitive verb

1. to throw carelessly; fling.

2. to throw back and forth, from one person to another.

Let's go toss the baseball.

3. to throw gently.

Please toss me the newspaper.

4. to lift abruptly, esp. the head.

She tossed her head as she rose to speak.

5. to mix (food) gently, esp. in order to coat evenly with a sauce or dressing.

Please toss the salad.

intransitive verb

1. to be thrown back and forth.

The ship tossed during the storm.

2. to move, fling, or throw oneself about.

She tossed in her sleep.

noun

1. the act or an instance of tossing; pitch.

2. an abrupt bodily movement, esp. of the head.
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These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Those winds can toss cars and other objects high into the air. Tornadoes can happen any time 
of the year.

2. From sunrise to sunset, tourists toss coins into the fountain. And every time they do, they 
would make a wish.

3. "I got so I could peel a potato inside of ten seconds, toss it in that pot, and move on to the next 
one. When we were going good, we could serve up to 10,000 meals a day." When he finished 
telling them about life in the galley, Rex took Harvey and his father back through the ship, 
telling them all sorts of things that they hadn't learned on their tour.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is a-blowing all day long? 

A. the wind

B. birds in the sky 

C. ladies' skirts

2. What are two lines in the poem that rhyme? 

A. lines 3 and 4

B. lines 4 and 5 

C. lines 3 and 5

3. Read lines 13-16 from the poem:

O you that are so strong and cold,

O blower, are you young or old?

Are you a beast of field and tree,              

Or just a stronger child than me?

What can you conclude from these lines about the speaker of the poem? 

A. The speaker of the poem is a tree. 

B. The speaker of the poem is a child.

C. The speaker of the poem is old. 

4. What does the wind sound like? 

A. The wind sounds like it is singing. 

B. The wind sounds like a child playing. 

C. The wind sounds like a bird chirping. 

5. What is the main idea of this poem?  

A. The wind is strong and mysterious. 

B. The wind is kind and gentle. 

C. The wind is dangerous and destructive. 
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6. Read lines 7-12 from the poem:

I saw the different things you did,

But always you yourself you hid.

I felt you push, I heard you call,

I could not see yourself at all-                                   

       O wind, a-blowing all day long,

       O wind, that sings so loud a song!

Why might the poet have used the words "push" and "call" in these lines? 

A. to help readers imagine how the wind feels and sounds 

B. to repeat an idea so that readers are more likely to remember it

C. to explain to readers why the wind could not be seen

7. Read lines 7-12 from the poem:

I saw the different things you did,

But always you yourself you hid.

I felt you push, I heard you call,

I could not see yourself at all-    

       O wind, a-blowing all day long,

       O wind, that sings so loud a song!

Who or what does the word "you" refer to in these lines? 

A. the speaker of the poem

B. the wind

C. a song 
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8. What is a question that the speaker of the poem asks the wind?  

9. Name two details from the poem that describe the wind.  

10. The speaker of the poem wants to know what the wind is. Write a sentence that 

explains what the wind is, using only information in the poem. 
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